
MEMO 

(Please take time to read thoroughly.) 

 

TO:       All Parishioners 

FROM: Bishop McKnight’s Instruction on April 27, 2020 and  

   Fr. Greg Oligschlaeger’s Pastoral Adaptations 

 

RE:        Resuming Public Celebrations of the Mass at St. Stephen and Holy Rosary Churches 

 

It is a blessing to be able to celebrate Mass publically again.  We must do so with an abundance of caution and 

adhering to rigid social distancing guidelines.  Mass times will be Saturday evening at 5:30 PM at Holy Rosary, 

Sunday at 8 AM at St. Stephen, and Sunday at 9:30 AM and 11:30 AM at Holy Rosary. Weekday Masses will 

be Tuesday-Friday at Holy Rosary Church at 7:30 AM. 
 

Remember that, although we are allowed to celebrate Mass publically, it is recommended and presumed that not 

everyone will attend Mass in church on weekends.  Each of the Holy Rosary Masses will continue to be live-

streamed. 
 

Bishop McKnight has dispensed until June 30, 2020 the obligation to attend Sunday Mass for all the faithful 

of the diocese and all who are present within the diocese’s territorial boundaries. 
 

Therefore, a) those who are symptomatic or who have been exposed to another with the virus within 14 days are 

not permitted to enter the church, in accordance with national, state and local health directives. All attendees 

are asked to check their temperature at home before coming to church; and 

b) those who are at risk because of an underlying health issue or who are over 60 are strongly encouraged, for 

their own health, to avoid the risk of attending public celebrations of the Mass. 
 

Some parishioners may choose to come to Mass during the weekday and avoid larger assemblies during the 

weekend Masses. 
 

All who attend Mass are to wear a mask/face covering. The faithful are obliged to wear a mask (or other face 

covering) upon entering the church and during the celebration of Mass, except when seated in the pew. Mask 

need to be worn when waiting to receive  Holy Communion.  Ushers and other volunteers are to wear masks 

throughout the celebration of Mass. Pastors are to see to it that these obligations are enforced without exception. 
 

 Regarding the wearing of face masks at Mass, please remember that once people are seated in their 

pew six feet distant from others, it is allowed for them to remove their masks until they need to move in 

the church again.  

 In particular, please be aware of the guidelines regarding children and masks.  Parents should 

determine when a child is old enough to attend Mass and can abide by the safety guidelines. The CDC 

guidelines state: “Everyone should wear a cloth face cover when they have to go out in public… Cloth 

face coverings should not be placed on young children under age 2, anyone who has trouble breathing, 

or is unconscious, incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove the mask without assistance… Continue 

to keep about 6 feet between yourself and others. The cloth face cover is not a substitute for social 

distancing.” 

 

During Mass 

 

1. Entry doors are to be propped or held open before Mass, and exit doors are to be propped open at the end of 

Mass to prevent people from touching the door handles, knobs or push plates. 
 

2. Ushers and/or other volunteers should assist with directing people to pews specifically marked. Attendance 

may be limited to assure compliance with social distancing requirements. We will try to have overflow seating 

in the K of C Hall and St. Stephen Hall/Gym. 



 

During Mass (continued) 

 

3. All hymnals and missalettes are to be removed from the pews and stored for the duration of the 

pandemic.  No other materials may be left in the pews.  The faithful are encouraged to bring their own 

missals or hymnals/song sheets for use during the celebration of Mass. The parish secretaries will 

continue to send Song Sheets with the bulletin on Fridays via email. 
 

4. Families are to maintain six-foot distancing between their family and other families or individuals throughout 

the celebration of Mass. 

a. Seating is to be arranged such that six feet of distance can be maintained between members of one household 

and members of another. 

b. Two pews are to be left vacant in between congregants such that six feet of distance can be maintained in all 

directions. 

c. Music ministers are to maintain six-foot social distancing. 
 

5. Offertory processions are suspended as well as holding hands at the “Our Father” and exchanging the sign of 

peace. Stationary collection baskets are to be used for donations from the assembly and will be placed by each 

door. 
 

6. For the distribution of communion, the assembly will remain at their pew and the Communion ministers will 

come to each occupied pew to distribute communion. The empty pew in front of the communicants will allow 

the Communion minister to walk up to each person. 
 

7. During this time, Holy Communion will only be distributed in the hand in keeping with the advice of state 

health officials and thereby to avoid the Communion minister’s fingers coming into contact with saliva. 
 

8. Communion ministers must be masked, sanitize their hands immediately before and after distributing 

Communion, and when at all possible, to utilize a disinfectant wipe to sanitize their fingers each time when 

incidental contact is made with the communicant. 
 

9. Distribution of Holy Communion from the chalice is prohibited to the assembly. 

   

10. After receiving communion in one’s hand that is resting on the palm of the other, the communicant responds 

“Amen” and then pulls their mask below their chin and the communicant reverently places the Eucharist in his 

or her mouth and immediately replaces their mask. 

 

After Mass 

 

1. Family units should depart the church in an organized manner wearing masks and observing six feet of 

distance between other households.  Ushers will direct this process. 
 

2. Ushers are not to hand out bulletins or other materials. 
 

3. Clergy and other ministers are not to greet parishioners as they exit the church. 
 

4. There are to be no receptions or social gatherings (e.g., hospitality Sunday or Confirmation/Holy Communion 

receptions) following Mass. 
 

 

5. Appropriate cleaning of high use areas within the church is to be done before and after each Mass.  
 

a. The pews utilized by the assembly shall be wiped down with disinfectant after each Mass. 

b. All other items in pews and trash cans will be removed. 

c. Restroom facilities and door handles, push plates, and knobs are to be sanitized after each service. 


