
 

 

December 22, 2019 
Fourth Sunday of Advent  

  Sunday  

 

Holy Rosary Church 
405 S. Main St. 

Monroe City, MO 63456 
 

Fr. Greg Oligschlaeger, Pastor 
Email:  gregolig@gmail.com 

Deacon Mike Long 
deaconmikelong@gmail.com  

Office: 573-735-4718  Fax: 573-735-0713 
Email: hrosarymc@gmail.com 

Website:  www.holyrosarychurchmc.org 
Office hours:  Monday-Friday 8 a.m. - noon; 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. 

 
 

WEEKEND MASSES: 

Holy Rosary:  Saturday 5:30 p.m. & Sunday 9:30 a.m. 
St. Stephen:  Sunday 8:00 a.m.  

 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Holy Rosary: Saturday 4:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
St. Stephen:  Sunday 7:30 a.m. – 7:55 a.m. 

or anytime by appointment 
 

 
 

 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday December 21   

5:30 p.m. Chris Couch  
  The Family of Dwight & JoAnn Franklin 
Sunday  December 22 

8:00 a.m. Families of Holy Rosary and St. Stephen 
9:30 a.m. Phil & Donna Thompson & family 
  Thomas W & Mary Ann Hagan & family 
  Living and deceased 
Monday  December 23 

7:30 a.m. Scripture Service – Ruth Ann Lorenson  
Tuesday December 24 

5:30 p.m. Ina, Bernard & Greg Mudd 
8:00 p.m. Floyd Buckman 
Midnight  Kenny Fulton 
Wednesday December 25 

9:30 a.m. Leon & Roberta Todd and family 
      Living and deceased 
  William Thomas & Lucille Hays and family 
      Living and deceased 
Thursday December 26 

   NO MASS 
Friday  December 27 

  NO MASS 
Saturday December  28 

5:30 p.m. Brandon Devlin 
Sunday  December  29 

8:00 a.m. Families of Holy Rosary and St. Stephen 
9:30 a.m. Family of Polly & Frank Fick 
       Living and deceased 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
Servers: NO DAILY MASS 

 
 
 

Your Gifts to God and Parish 
  

December 1    $ 7,849.95 
December 8    $ 6,359.00 
December 15    $ 4,937.50 
     

Prayer Intentions for the month of December 

Intention of Pope Francis: “That every country take the 

measures necessary to prioritize the future of the very young, 
especially those who are suffering.” 
 

Intention of Bishop McKnight: “As we celebrate the mystery 

of the Holy Family, may our Churches and schools support 
parents in the raising of their children in the faith.” 

 

~~~~New Year’s Mass times~~~~ 
December 31 - 6:30 p.m. at St. Stephens 

January 1 - 9:00 a.m. at Holy Rosary 
 

 

Liturgical Ministries 
 

December 28 - 5:30 p.m. Mass 
Rosary:  Denny & Dorothy Moss 
Servers: Ava Yutzy and Myra Jones 
Eucharistic Ministers:  Bill Couch, Linda Willard, Bob 

Kendrick, Ellie Couch, Howard Willard, Dorothy Ritter 
Lector:  Lori Watson 
Gifts:  Mary Davis and Sonja Greeves 
Greeters:  Joe & Linda Gass 
Ushers:  Tully Tonsor, Jay Ritter, Kevin Bichsel, Regina 

Miskell 
Vocalist/Accompanist: Toni Hunter and Sr. Sue 
 
December 29 - 9:30 a.m. Mass 
Rosary: Dennis Long 
Servers:  Addison Oswald and Aidan Oswald 
Eucharistic Ministers: Phil Thompson, Jerry Copenhaver, 

Tonya Elliott, David Little, Marie Little, Dennis Long, Phyllis 
Campbell, Dorothy Shively 
Lector:  Brenda Benson 
Gifts:   Jim & Dorothy Mudd 
Greeters:  Greg & Sue Drebes and Jane Crowe 
Ushers:  Steve DeLaporte, Mike Hunter, Danny Spalding, Carl 

Thompson 
Vocalist/Accompanist:  High School Students & Shannon  
 
 

 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
Merry Christmas! This Fourth Sunday of Advent will quickly 
lead us into the Christmas Season on Tuesday as we 
celebrate Christmas Eve.  A few years ago at a grade school 
PSR class, the lesson I presented was on the Season of 
Christmas. We began the lesson talking about the Nativity 
Scenes we have in our homes.   I had a large tote on one of 
the desks and, with the children gathered around I took the 
stable out of the box and placed it on a bare table top in front 
of them.   I invited each of the ten students ranging from ages 
5-13 to come and take boxes out of my tote.  They went back 
to their seat and unboxed their nativity piece.  “Who has 
Joseph?” I said. And the child brought up Joseph and placed 
him in the stable. And the requests continued, “Who has 
Mary?....Who has a donkey?... Who has the baby Jesus?... 
Who has the Angel?....Who has the Little Drummer Boy? With 
each request a child came forward and placed their figurine in 
the stable and surrounding area. The table filled up. By the 
time we got through sheep, shepherds, other towns people and 
the Three Kings, the whole table was full. What started as just 
a bare, cold empty stable was now crowded, colorful and 
warm. The stable was hardly seen because of all the people 
and animals who had come to see the New Born King. 
 
Their teacher then asked, “What are some Christmas carols 
that we sing about Jesus birth?”  The children called out, “O 
Little Town of Bethlehem...Silent Night… What Child is This?... 
The Little Drummer Boy…We Three Kings!”  It was precious 
and a strong reminder how the message of the birth of our 
Messiah is the reason we gather and give homage and 
worship our God. 
 
We all know the meaning of Christmas when we look at the 
Nativity Scene that St. Francis of Assisi made popular in our 
Church since the year 1200.  As I type this note to you, I have 
yet to hear one of those beautiful carols listed above as I listen 
to Christmas music on the radio.  People want to sing about a 
winter wonderland, a White Christmas, being home for 
Christmas, being good for when Santa Claus comes to town, 
and even terrible accidents with a grandparent and a reindeer 
on Christmas Eve.  However, we all know that God becoming 
human is the reason to celebrate. The peace and joy of 
knowing Christ has spread to the ends of the Earth so with the 
angels we sing “Glory to God in the Highest.” Come and 
worship at Christmas Mass and sing those carols that tell the 
story of the New Born King in your homes. 
 
Have a Merry and Blessed Christmas season! Celebrate well! 
Celebrate the whole Christmas Season so when the Three 

Wise Men come, we remember it is now our role to tell all we 
meet the Good News and Truth of Christ Jesus.  
 
    Prayers and Blessings 
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READINGS FOR December 29, 2019 
 

1
st

 Reading – Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 People who revere their 

father will live a long life; they who obey their father bring 
comfort to their mother.  Kindness to a parent will take lasting 
root.  

 

Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 Blessed are 

those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways. 

 

2
nd

 Reading – Colossians 3:12-21 The church at Colossae 

heard, “put on…heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience.”  Bear with one another.  Forgive as 
the Lord has forgiven you.  The author wrote, be thankful, and 
“let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.” 

 

Gospel – Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23  Joseph was told in a 

dream to take the child and his mother to Egypt.  In that way 
the prophecy would be fulfilled:  “Out of Egypt I called my son.”  
When they returned, they settled in Nazareth to fulfill another 
prophecy:  “He shall be called a Nazorean.”    
 
 

On the Calendar… 
January 4 – First Saturday Rosary at 10 a.m. 
January 22 - 25 – March for Life in Washington D.C. 
February 8 – Lucky Hearts 
 
 

Please pray for… 

 
Deacon Mike       Trent Zeiger  Hazel Smith      
Sue Gilbert       Natalee  Amos              Rosemary Evans      
Deanna Buckman      Nick Hays                     Kenny Underhill      
Jackie Ryan       Bill Janes                  Charlotte Schneider  
Logan Maher       Troy Ritter                     Kenneth Ryan      
Bonnie Ess       Barbara Kendrick          Connie Kendrick      
William P. Smith        Teresa Ritter Toland      Mark Leake      
Nick Mudd       Daniel Patrick Mudd 
        Mary Smith Sprague                          

 
 

Lord Jesus, who went about doing good and healing all, we 
ask you to bless our family and friends who are sick. Give them 
strength in body, courage in spirit and patience with pain. We 

ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 

PERPETUAL ADORATION CHAPEL - If none of these are 

suitable for your schedule, perhaps you could offer to sub for a 
certain time period or a certain day.  Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament is so special to just sit an hour with our Lord, 
praying or reading or just listening to what He might be telling 
you. Many blessings have come to us through our constant 
vigil in our Adoration Chapel.  Don’t deny yourself the  
experience! 
 

 Sunday: noon-1pm, 3-4pm 
 Monday: 5-6pm 
 Tuesday: 2-3pm 
 Thursday: 3-4am 
 Friday: 6-7am, 6-7pm 
 Saturday: 2-3pm 
 

Please contact Phyllis Campbell, 573-795-2290 or Howard & 
Linda Willard, 573-735-4552. 
 

Sunday Ministerial Alliance Scripture Service 
at Monroe City Manor 

 

  December 29, 2019 – Jim and Sheryl Underhill 
January 5, 2020 – Mark and Cathy Yager 

January 12, 2020 – Howard and Linda Willard 
 
 

From Deacon Mike’s Desk 
 

 

 Grade school PSR schedule:  classes resume on 

January 8, 2020   

 7
th

-10
th

 grade PSR: classes resume January 5, 2020  

 Chosen High School Youth Group: classes will resume 

on January 8, 2020 

 Adult Study Group: classes resume January 5, 2020 
 

Formed: Book 
Know Your Story by Sr. Miriam James Heidland, SOLT 

 

People love stories. But when we lose sight of where the story 
of our life is going, the “narrative” and meaning of our lives 
becomes confusing to us, and we can lose hope. In this 
dynamic talk, Sr. Miriam James Heidland, SOLT, renews our 
sense of hope and wonder (and humor), revealing that the 
reason we love stories is that we are part of a good story; one 
that answers the deepest desires and longings of our hearts. 
Whatever chapter our lives are in, God can transform our story, 
so that we can know and experience the beauty, adventure, 
and love for which we were created.  
 

To sign up download the free app or visit www.formed.org and 
use parish code R8YRMG. 

 

Please Be Generous in the Christmas Collection 

On Christmas day, the diocese asks us to take up a collection 
to help support the men in our diocese who are discerning 
God’s call to priesthood.  Each parish is assessed an amount 
to help educate and support our seminarians. This year’s 
assessment for our parish is $2,616.00.   Your contribution to 
the 8 men studying for priesthood in our diocese will help us to 

pay that assessment. Notice that these men are pictured on a 
poster in the back of church. Please be generous and 
remember to pray for these 8 men as they seek to follow God’s 

call.    Both parishes gave $50 to each seminarian as a 
Christmas present and the St. Stephen's Knights of Columbus 

help sponsor Seminarian Erick Chincilla from Milan, Mo. 
 

Christmas Eve Midnight Mass Choir Practice Schedule 

 

    *MONDAY, DEC 23 ---6:00 pm (tentative time) 

      Tuesday, December 24–Midnight Mass (start singing        
  @11:45 pm) 
 

School News 
****Student choir members are asked to attend their final 

practice on Monday, December 23, at 9:30 in the church.  The 
students will sing at Holy Rosary Church on Christmas Eve at 
the 5:30 celebration.  
****Classes will resume on Monday, January 6, 2020 after the 
Christmas break.  Bus service will NOT be available on that 

day. 
****The second quarter of this school year ended on December 

20.  Report cards will be sent home with students on Thursday, 
January 9, 2020. 
****Lucky Hearts tickets are available. They may be purchased 

at school or from Loree Quinn at Alliant Bank.  Buy your tickets 
right away and reserve your favorite seats.    
 

Catholic Stewardship Appeal – Goal Progress 
  

As of December 17, 2019 
Parish goal ------- $24,500 

Amount received ------ $ 20,021 
Only $ 4,479 left to meet our goal 

 

Diocese goal ------------ $2,450,000 
Received ------------ $1,869,232 

 
 

Please remember our parishioners who are in the nursing 
home or homebound this Christmas season. 

 

Kathy Wilper          Totty Burditt               Jeanette Price       
Sue Gilbert             Shirley Lorenson       Julie Leake         
Nellie Yates            Rita Jo Kendrick       Juanita Pfanner 
Eddie Watson         Mary Evans 
  

 
 

Isaiah 9:6  - For a child is born to us, a son is given to us; upon 
his shoulder dominion rests.  They name him Wonder-
Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. 
 

 

March for Life 
 

Any adult or youth (8-12 grades) who would be interested in 
going on the Right to Life trip to Washington, DC. January 23-
25 please contact Deacon Mike asap. All expenses are paid by 

the local Right to Life group. 

 
 

 

Daughters of Isabella   
 

***Annual dues in the amount of $20 may be sent to Tara 
Elliott, 40537 Hwy. W, Monroe City, MO 63456 or you may put 

them in an envelope marked “D of I dues” and place them in 
the collection basket at Mass.  Please remit before the end of 
January. 
 

***Our next business meeting will be January 9, 2020 at 5:00 
p.m.  (NOTE THE TIME CHANGE)  An audit will be conducted 

prior to the meeting at 4:30. 
 

***Thank you to all those that came to enjoy our Christmas 
Party. 
 
 

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the 
obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the 

eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of 
the magi, and the peace of the Christ child. 

Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless 
you now and forever. 

http://www.formed.org/
https://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/9-6.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/10-supernatural-ways-the-holy-spirit-wants-to-empower-you.html

